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illustrated. 1904 edition. Excerpt: . . . Subject, by St Clair Thomson, M. D., Leonard Hill, M. B., F. R. S., and W. D.
Halliburton, M. D., F. R. S., Proc. Roy. Soc. , vol. Ixiv. , p. 343. A full account of the case is given in Dr Thomsons
book, The Cerebrospinal Fluid. Cassell and Co. , 1899. t The Physiology and Pathology of the Cerebral
Circulation, by Leonard Hill. London: Messrs Churchill, 1896. cerebral capillary pressure varies directly and
absolutely with vena cava pressure. Thus the cerebral capillary pressure can be raised with great ease by any
agency which causes a rise of pressure in the vena cava or cerebral veins. On the other hand, cerebral capillary
pressure varies directly, but only proportionately, with aortic pressure, for between the aorta and the capillaries
there lies the peripheral resistance. It follows from the above that the easiest methods of raising the cerebral
capillary pressure in man are: () By compression of the abdomen, b) By the assumption of the horizontal
posture. In this position, however, the rise of venous pressure may be compensated by the fall of arterial
pressure, which normally occurs when the body is at rest; this is, no doubt, the case during sleep, (c) By
straining or forced expiratory effort, with the glottis closed. By all these methods the vena cava pressure is
considerably raised; and by the last method the venous inlets into the thorax may be completely blocked, and
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