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and lay in a very flat and smooth scallop over bis full white
forehead. He looks as if he was well cared for, said Deacon Little.
Both men spoke in hushed tones--it was hard for them to realize
that the boy could not hear, the more so because every time
their lips moved his smile deepened. He was not in the least
afraid. They moved around the room half guiltily, and surveyed
everything. It was unlike any apartment that they had ever
entered. It had a curious sylvan air; there were heaps of
evergreens here and there, and some small green trees leaned in
one corner. All around the room--hung on the walls, standing on
rude shelves--were little rough cages and hutches, from which
the twittering and chirping sounded. They contained forlorn
little birds and rabbits and fieldmice. The birds had rough
feathers...
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