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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In Part | of this two-part study the author traced the development of the
role of the forward air controller through the early years of the war in Southeast Asia (1961-1964). The function
of the air controller, however, was not unique to this conflict. Air strikes had been directed by American
controllers, operating from the ground as early as 1927, when U.S. Marines supported the government of
Nicaragua during its civil war. FAC s were again used by both the Axis and Allied powers during World War I,
proving extremely effective in directing air strikes for both sides. During the Korean War a new wrinkle was
added when the forward air controller moved into the old T-6 pilot trainer aircraft and became airborne. These
controllers, known as Mosquito FAC s. found it much easier to see the target area from the strike pilot s
perspective. thereby improving their control capability. Moreover, the FAC was able to observe enemy activity
much better than a ground observer, who was limited by the nature of the terrain. Following the Korean
armistice, the role of the forward air controller fell into disuse, especially during the mid- and late 1950 s, when
the strategy of massive nuclear retaliation was adopted. Thus, when in late 1961 U.S. Army units were sent into
South Vietnam, a general re-learning process took place. At first controllers began directing air strikes from the
ground. But as enemy activity picked up, it became evident that the FAC could be much more responsive when
airborne. Therefore, when the United States Army entered South Vietnam in large numbers in 1965-1966, its
units were supported primarily by controllers flying in 0-1 liaison...
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