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United States. Excerpt: ... 11 ADDITIONAL BENEFITS A total disability rating based on IU can result in eligibility
for additional benefits for a veterans dependents and survivors. Educational benefits for the veterans spouse
and eligible children are available under the Survivors and Dependents Educational Assistance Program ( title
38, United States Code, chapter 35 ). The Ci-vilian Health and Medical Program of the Department of Veterans
Affairs ( CHAMPVA ) provides reimbursement to eligible dependents for most medical ex-penses, provided that
they are not also eligible for health care benefits provided by the Department of Defense. To be eligible for both
of these benefits, the veterans IU determination must be considered permanent. Permanency for eligibility to
chap-ter 35 and CHAMPVA requires that there not be a future examination scheduled. APPLICATION PROCESS In
most cases, to be considered for IU benefits, a veteran must apply. However, in the Norris case mentioned
earlier, the court held that a veteran need not apply for IU for a claim for IU to be inferred. Thus, VA is required
to consider the issue in certain circumstances, even if the veteran did not explicitly apply for an IU rat-ing.
Recent guidance to the field directed that, once an IU claim is inferred, an ap-plication must be sent to the
veteran for completion in order to obtain the essential information requested on the application form. The
form asks the veteran to furnish an employment history for the 5-year period preceding the date on which the
vet-eran became unemployable, as well as from that date to the date of application. As part of the development
of...
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