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INTRODUCTORY. Why is the science of chemistry so named?
Because of its origin from the Arabic, in which language it
signifies the knowledge of the composition of bodies. The
following definitions of chemistry have been given by some of
our best writers: -- Chemistry is the study of the effects of heat
and mixture, with the view of discovering their general and
subordinate laws, and of improving the useful arts. --Dr. Black.
Chemistry is that science which examines the constituent parts
of bodies, with reference to their nature, proportions, and
method of combination. --Bergman. Chemistry is that science
which treats of those events or changes, in natural bodies, which
are not accompanied by sensible motions. --Dr. Thompson.
Chemistry is a science by which we become acquainted with the
intimate and reciprocal action of all the bodies in nature upon
each other. --Fourcroy. The...
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